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President Donald Trump speaks to reporters in Hanoi, Vietnam, February 28, 2019. As the talks

between North Korea and the United States collapsed in Hanoi, the leader of the isolated communist
country Kim Jong-un offered a conciliatory statement to the media saying he would not ''hesitate to
declare a formal end to the war'' that has been raging for over 65 years and a ''corresponding new
status quo.'' Jonathan Ernst/Reuters Hopes of an agreement between North Korea and the United

States seemed as strong as ever as they walked out of the Hanoi summit on Thursday. What was at
stake for Kim Jong-un and Donald Trump? The president’s primary goal of North Korea signing a

“complete, verifiable and irreversible” nuclear agreement seemed on the verge of being achieved.
The deal, also known as the joint statement, was worked out during the two-day talks and came

despite a series of obstacles. It contained pledges to continue the “complete denuclearization” of the
Korean Peninsula, to establish a permanent peace regime and to make it a “nuclear-free zone.” It

also pledges to “work toward full normalization of diplomatic relations.” Story continues below
advertisement But the joint statement itself, of course, didn’t set out the details of how this would be

achieved. That’s a job for another day. Why was the deal struck now? The timing was a bit of a
surprise. Mr. Trump had raised expectations that there would be an agreement before the talks,

even though those involved insisted such a timing was not part of the arrangement. A senior White
House official said that Mr. Trump might not have agreed to an agreement at all if he had not

thought it had a chance of coming to pass. But the even bigger surprise was the official’s comment
that the timing of the meeting was “perfect.” It was heralded, in fact, as the “perfect” moment. So
what was it about? One possibility is that Mr. Trump had threatened to walk out of a meeting with
Kim Jong-un if he didn’t see an agreement before he left Vietnam. If he didn’t have an agreement
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